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it advisable to devote a special article to this subject. This will prove a great boon to, seekers
after truth.
The surgical summaries include one on the use of refrigerated blood for blood transfusions;
one on intractable sciatica due to retropulsed nucleus pulposus; one on sympathectomy and its
uses; and many others of general surgical interest.
Two sections are of interest to everyone. One on traffic lights, and one on pneumatic drills.
The use of sudden-change traffic lights is elaborated in the light of Pavlov's work on condition
reflexes. Symptoms due to this use are suggested. Treatment is also prescribed.
Any person watching the pneumatic drill being used might with reason ask, "Does this not
affect your workman physically?" The answer is contained herein, and indeed one is surprised
at the paucity of dangers consequent on its use.
The book is a gold-mine of information to both consultant and general practitioner, and it can
be recommended with every confidence.
TREATMENT OF SOME COMMON DISEASES. Edited by r. Rowland Hill,
M.D., M.R.C.P.(Lond.). 1939. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. Pp. 398.
15s. net.
BOOKS devoted to, the description of modern methods of treatment and allegedly designed for the
general practitioner, have shown a tendency rapidly to multiply in recent years. The large
proportion of these, however, fail, although of high standards, because of attempts to include
every possible condition and treatment, and to compress too much matter into a restricted compass.
Dr. Rowland Hill's book evades such criticism, as he confines his book to a limited number of
disease-states, in order to discuss their treatment in a full and comprehensive manner, free from
condensation or abbreviation. This policy certainly makes the book easier to read and understand,
and at the same time gives the reader an insight into a number of important therapeutic problems,
wider and deeper than could be given by more condensed and briefer accounts. The disease-states
(liscussed include such common conditions as pleurisy, anemia, angina. pectoris, jaundice, uterine
liemot-rrhage, dental caries, earache, warts, moles, angiomata, and others, all of wvhich are met
with in the daily round of general practice. Dr. Hill has done his work as editor carefully, and
has kept his contributors on an even keel; the result is a book uniformly even in the standard
set, and free from individual fads or fancies. Every young medical man should read it before
going out on his first locum, and many an experienced practitioner could read it with advantage
to himself and to his ease of mind in his daily work.
ALFRED ADLER: THE MAN AND HIS WORK. By Hertha Orgler. 1939.
London : C. WV. Daniel. Pp. 236. 8s. 6d. net.
THE author of this book is one of Adler's devoted disciples, and the result is a book written in
full sympathy of Adler and his work, and gives an insight to his life and character hitherto
unrevealed. Some of these facts are rather surprising to those who always saw in him a man
so indifferent to praise or blame, so quietly determined, so ready, apparently, to distrust the
loyalty of his followvers. This book reveals howv false these superficial views have been, for all
his life he hadl hidden fears and complexes : fear of death, jealous of his mother's attention to
his brother, sensitive to slights, and avid for affection. His early recognition of these defects in
his mental make-up and his determination to overcome them lay at the root of his whole
philosophy. His endeavours to overcome these defects make him an inspiring example to all
those who feel overwhelmed by their own hidden difficulties.
From such a beginning and with such an outlook it is not surprising to learn that the keynote
of Adler's philosophy was based on a struggle to overcome his hidden fears and complexes. He
206taught that fears should help the individual to solve his difficulties if faced up to, but if they are
evaded, then he develops what has been termed "the inferiority complex."
This book should have a wide circulation among medical practitioners who wvish to gain an
insight into the theories associated with Adler, and no medical practitioner to-day can afford to
be without such an, understanding. Dr. 0. H. Woodcock, one of the leading exponents of Adler's
philosophy in England, contributes an admirably concise and illuminating introduction to the book.
SIR COMYNS BERKELEY'S TEXTBOOK OF MIDWIFERY.
tl HE reputation of a textbook which has attained its tenth edition must be assured to have
achieved this maturity. Sir Comyns Berkeley's Handbook of Midwifery has received the appro-
bation of teachers of midwifery in the past and the support of many pupil midwives and obstetric
dressers. The new edition will enhance the achievements of its predecessors by the additional
information of the most up-to-date teaching and treatment.
Additions also include excellent diagrams, as, for example, the diagram of the breast, which
should clarify the study of the physiology of lactation. The usefulness of the book extends not
only to midwives for post-graduate reference, but to obstetric dressers, who would do well to
study the well defined nursing treatment as an aid to practice and to examinations. rhe practical
teaching of the midwives' rules is constantly referred to throughout the book, hence its value to
practising midwives. New chapters are included on hormones and the prontosil treatment of
puerperal infections.
In spite of careful correction of proofs, imiisprints will occur, anid from that there is no escape,
even for a tenth edition. This Handbook will remain popular with all students of midwifery,
because it is clear and concise and therefore particularly suitable for study during that period
preceding examinations which is pre-eminently one of doubt and difficulty.
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